
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Echizen City’s Goka district enjoys 

traditional architecture against green 

mountains, creating a soothing 

landscape.  The settlements 

comprising the area (Oizu, Ōtaki, 

Iwamoto, Shinzaike, Sadatomo) 

engage in the traditional art of  washi 

(Japanese paper)-making, said to be 

the best in all of  Japan, and have 

come to be known as the 

paper-making village. 

The history of  Echizen washi dates 

back 1500 years, when it is said that a 

beautiful princess appeared upstream 

of  the Okamoto River.  Instructing 

the villagers to make paper using the 

river’s clean waters, legend has it that 

she ten taught the villagers the art of  

paper-making over the next year.  

This princess was then revered as a 

goddess, Kawakami Omae, and 

enshrined at Ōtaki Shrine. 

Inner sanctuary and hall of  worship of  Ōtaki Shrine and Okamoto Shrine (Im. Nat. Cult. Prop.) Ample greenery of  Washi no Sato Dori① 

Iwano Ichibei, a master papermaker and living national treasure practicing his craft 

For over 1500 years, the Goka area has been foremost in producing traditional Japanese paper.  Made from pure 

fibers of  mulberry trees, it is renowned for its durability, quality, and sheer beauty. 

Ōtaki-cho/Iwamoto-cho and Elsewhere, Echizen City 
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Traditional architecture of  the Goka district④ 

Ōtaki as viewed from Mt. Akiba③ 

Echizen washi was used to make 

the first paper money in Japan, that 

used by the domain of  Fukui.  

Owing to its high quality and stellar 

reputation, this paper was also 

selected for the national 

government’s first paper money 

following the Meiji Restoration. 

Every May 3rd to 5th, the Kami to 

Washi Festival celebrates the descent 

of  the paper goddess from her 

shrine in the mountain to the village 

shrine.  Throughout the festival 

lanterns light Washi no Sato Dori, 

and customers flock to its bargain 

market featuring Echizen washi 

products and more. 

Along Washi no Sato Dori remain 

a number of  examples of  

tsumairi-style architecture, among 

them the Udatsu Paper and Craft 

Museum along with other traditional 

homes and workshops still engaged 

in the craft of  washi-making. 

 

Kami to Washi Festival, held May 3-5 (Pref. Folk Cultural Property)② 

The Udatsu Paper and Craft Museum (Nat. Cult. Property) is in the background 

Photos①～④ courtesy of  Echizen City 
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